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Regular Meeting of the Community Development Board 
February 3, 2015 

 
Board Members Present: Patt Leikam, Michele Zahn, Fred Button, Katrina Kruger, Kathleen Candelaria 

Unexcused Board Members:  Martha Sanford, Neil Kiner 

Staff Present: Brenda Beckett, Gina Simonetti, Lynda Woods, Dina Harmon, Candi Millar 

Welcome / Introductions / Announcements: The Community Development Board met at its regular monthly 
meeting located in the 6th Floor Conference Room, Miller Building, 2825 3rd Avenue North, Billings, Montana. Chair 
Patt Leikam called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m.  

Public Comment: None.  

Meeting Minutes: Fred Button moved that the minutes of the January meeting be approved as written. Kathleen 
Candelaria seconded. Motion carried. 

Staff Reports: The monthly reports were sent out from December. Staff reviewed and there were no questions from 
the Board.  

 Billings Metro VISTA Project: 14 members have been sworn in and started their On-Site Orientation Training. 

 First Time Homebuyers program: The FTHB program currently has enough funding for approximately 33 
more households. Applications have slowed down a little bit, but are still coming in. 

 Foreclosure Acquisition / Rehab Program: Funding is 30% committed for the Manufactured Home Repair 
program and 30% committed for the Housing Rehab Program with six homeowners seeking bids.  

 Homeword’s CHDO Project: Construction continues on Pheasant Home. The contractor believes they will be 
able to get a Certificate for Occupancy for the first building by mid-January and hopes to have all four 
buildings done by late February. 

Preliminary Budget Review: See attached slides. 

CDBG / HOME Application – Site Visit Assignments: Staff will be attending Task Force meetings in March and April. 
Patt Leikam will attend all meetings with them. Gina Simonetti is contacting each Task Force to find out which 
meeting works best for presentations from the Division.  

CDBG / HOME Applications: Staff reviewed proposed programs for the upcoming FY 2015-2016 year. Twenty percent 
of new CDBG allocation and program income received can be allocated to CDBG Administration. Ten percent of the 
new HOME allocation can support administrative costs. A minimum of 15% of the HOME allocation is required by 
HUD to be researched for Community Housing Development Organizations (CHDOs). Funding is requested for the 
following core programs: First Time Home Buyer; Housing Rehabilitation; Manufactured Home Repair; Affordable 
Housing Development; Foreclosure Acquisition / Rehabilitation; the Billings Metro VISTAI Project. An extensive 
discussion ensued regarding the possibility of supporting a State of Montana CDBG application for a bricks / mortar 
project to support infrastructure, services or shelter for individuals experiencing homelessness as identified through 
the Community Innovations initiative. 

Neighborhood Concerns and Happenings:  None.  

Patt Leikam adjourned the meeting and the next meeting is set for March 3rd.  
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