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Regular Meeting of the Community Development Board 
January 20, 2015 

 

Board Members Present: Patt Leikam, Michele Zahn, Fred Button, Katrina Kruger 

Excused Board Members: Kathleen Candelaria, Neil Kiner 

Unexcused Board Members:  Martha Sanford  

Staff Present: Brenda Beckett, Gina Simonetti, Lynda Woods, Dina Harmon, Candi Millar 

Welcome / Introductions / Announcements: The Community Development Board met at its regular monthly meeting 
located in the 6th Floor Conference Room, Miller Building, 2825 3rd Ave North, Billings, Montana. Vice-chair Patt 
Leikam called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m.  

Public Comment: None.  

Meeting Minutes: Fred Button moved that the minutes of the December meeting be approved as written. Michelle 
Zahn seconded. Motion carried. 

Election of Officers: Fred Button nominated Patt Leikam for Chair and Katrina Kruger seconded. Motion carried. 
Katrina Kruger nominated Fred Button for Vice Chair. Patt Leikam seconded. Motion carried. 

Staff Reports: The monthly reports were sent out from November which everyone received. Staff reviewed and there 
were no questions from the Board.  

 Billings Metro VISTA Project: 14 members have been recruited to begin service in January! Additionally, for 
the VISTAs Martin Luther King, Jr. service day, a food & paper drive will be held to benefit Billings Community 
Connect. If you are interested in donating, please contact Gina Simonetti at 406-247-8675. 

Allocations Process & Estimated Revenues - Review: See attached slides. 

Community Development Applications Review for FY2015-2016: There are no changes on the Billings Metro VISTA 
Project application. The only change for the First Time Home Buyer program application is the asset limitation is 
being changed from $10,000 to $15,000. The proposed changes for the Housing Rehabilitation Program include 
increase length of time in residence for applicants with FTHB liens, increase length of time before eligibility for 
homeowners with more than X late house payments over the life of the loan and increase eligibility requirements for 
homeowners with bankruptcies and paid judgments on record. The proposed changes for Manufactured 
Rehabilitation Program is maintain currently funding level, investigate feasibility of the creation of a 
“decommission/replacement” manufactured home program and investigate collaboration with a non-profit to create 
“resident owned community.” The proposed change for the Foreclosure, Acquisition & Rehab Program is to allocate 
$250,000 for a project. Please find all the information attached. 

Neighborhood Concerns and Happenings:  None.  

Patt Leikam adjourned the meeting and the next meeting is set for February 3rd.  
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