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1. Problem Property and Crime Strike Force (PPCSF) – ACA Iffland is leading our PPCSF team (the 
name may change but you get the idea).  This team will include on-the-ground expertise from 
police, prosecution, code enforcement, animal control, building, fire marshal and municipal court 
services (including the county when appropriate).  They will have regularly scheduled meetings.  
Their charge is to resolve problem properties, educate property owners, prevent future problems 
and work with the impacted community by identifying and resolving nuisance premises with a 
sense of urgency to improve the safety of neighborhoods.  They will also alert administration to 
any operational and/or policy issues that are slowing down or negatively impacting the 
effectiveness of the team.  The team’s progress will be included in our quarterly public safety 
progress reports.  Our next update is scheduled for October. 
 
Key Objectives: 

• Metrics for identifying nuisance premises  
• Identifying top nuisance premises (Crime Analyst will assist) 
• Methods to be proactive in dealing with nuisance premises 
• Legislation/Codes/Policies that could be modified to better deal with nuisance premises 
• Documenting teams’ response on nuisance premises 
• Reporting/Communication with administration, council and public on nuisance premises 

 
2. Dorothy Lane Property – (Please see Chief St. John’s letter and log for calls for service on Dorothy 

Lane.) 
 
3. Stillwater Update - The building committee has been continuing to refine the design development 

stage of the plans. The design team plans to have the final design development plan set to the 
contractor, Dick Anderson, by the end of September. Dick Anderson will work on pricing the 
project and give us new budget numbers at the end of October. 

 
Additionally, the team has been working on the electrical, mechanical, and plumbing engineering 
side of the project. The City had a vendor conduct extensive testing to the electrical system this 
past weekend to confirm the viability of retaining the existing system components. The 
preliminary results show that the system is in very good condition for the age of the components 
and the majority can be reused for the build-out, which will save significant costs over upgrading 
the system.  
 
We hope to begin some additional asbestos abatement in October in areas that will be disturbed 
for construction. One area of abatement is the wall containing the artwork on the 1st Floor. We 
are communicating with an art consultant on best practices to remove, store and relocate the art.  
 
We are continuing the process of getting the building on the National Register of Historic Places. 
There will be a Montana State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) meeting on September 28th in 
Red Lodge. This meeting will determine the approval/disapproval of the Stillwater building being 



on the register. Facilities/Building Manager Jessica Fust will be attending the meeting in case there 
are any questions from the building owner perspective. The team is preparing a request for 
proposals for a historic tax credit consultant to assist in preparing, applying, and completing the 
process for potential historic tax credits. We have also been in consultation with the City’s bond 
council regarding the tax credits and any potential issues.  

 
The next round of user groups is scheduled for early November to review furnishings, fixtures, and 
equipment. We have penciled in October 3rd to provide council an update on the progress of the 
building and financial issues to move forward with construction documents and ultimately 
construction. 
 

 
4. Boys and Girls Bair Family Clubhouse – Tuesday afternoon Wyeth, Nicole and I toured the club 

house, discussed their excellent programs, and saw firsthand how our CDBG grant is being used to 
improve their facility.  They do an excellent job providing kids with quality programs, mentors, and 
meals.  I also walked away with another great educational read as we work to improve the lives of 
kids and make Billings a safer community.  I’m on chapter 14 of Hope Rising by Gary Bennet – it’s 
worth your time.  
 

5. From the PIO Desk: 
 

WATCH: Billings PD Coffee with a Cop events connect officers with community  
https://youtu.be/ZDrwFSzGl2E 
 
From Parks and Rec: Fireflies? In Billings? Billings Parks and Rec semi-annual report details 
evidence 
https://ci.billings.mt.us/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=2370 
 
From Billings PD: Drug overdose alert! Increased Fentanyl-related overdoses in Billings  
https://ci.billings.mt.us/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=2373 
 
Billings in the news  
 
911 dispatcher shortage: Billings center hoping to hire more employees  
https://www.ktvq.com/news/local-news/911-dispatcher-shortage-billings-center-hoping-to-hire-
more-employees 
 
St. Vincent Healthcare looks to acquire city street in expansion plans  
https://billingsgazette.com/news/local/st-vincent-healthcare-looks-to-acquire-city-street-in-
expansion-plans/article_742288d2-2257-11ed-af1c-cb2e23185015.html#tncms-source=login 
 
A new route to the Heights is coming: Billings Bypass public meeting  
https://971kissfm.com/a-new-route-to-the-heights-is-coming-billings-bypass-public-meeting/ 
 
Billings MET Transit awarded grant to purchase electric buses  



https://www.ktvq.com/news/local-news/billings-met-transit-awarded-grant-to-purchase-electric-
buses 
 
Royal Johnson Forum starts Sept 14 
https://www.yourbigsky.com/local-news-2/royal-johnson-forum-2022-starts-sept-14/ 
 
Fentanyl overdose in the Magic City  
https://www.kulr8.com/news/fentanyl-overdose-in-the-magic-city/article_c7791e0a-234d-11ed-
bf3b-f73ecfaae00a.html 
 
Fentanyl ODs rise to 18 in Yellowstone Co.; at least 47 total in Montana  
https://billingsgazette.com/news/local/fentanyl-ods-rise-to-18-in-yellowstone-co-at-least-47-
total-in-montana/article_c95bcd46-2323-11ed-a4e6-1f74f2a8433b.html 
 
Billings area sees spike in fentanyl overdoses  
https://www.ktvq.com/news/local-news/billings-area-sees-spike-in-fentanyl-overdoses 
 
Know the signs of a fentanyl overdose  
https://www.yourbigsky.com/local-news-2/know-the-signs-of-a-fentanyl-overdose/ 
 
Fentanyl overdoses are on the rise in Billings according to BPD  
https://kmhk.com/fentanyl-overdoses-are-on-the-rise-in-billings-according-to-bpd/ 
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