CITY OF BILLINGS
'POLICE DEPARTMENT
ANIMAL CONTROL DIVISIQN

P.0.Box 1178 » Billings, MT 59103:

S ILLING LT : (406) 657-8226 » Fax (406) 657-8227 . , o
Lo A : -_ Emzul bas@c1 blllmgs mt.us * Web Address http /el bllhngs mt. uslsheiter .

MDNTANI

o _-~MEETING MINUTES R
RECORDED BY N Melonlg Trang . _ . : a _
e MEETING PURPOSE PRC Board and Ammal Control Board Specml Meetmg
. MEETING DATE B SR SRR -
“ AND LOCATION: - !JCanuaryZO 20016 BRI | - > |
ATTENDEES o CommunityCenter . -~ s LIIIETRY
' ' PRC Board Members N SO '
.. Rick DeVore, Torn Rupsnﬁ;l w‘““.-'
" Mark Wahl. - : =

s “Kory Thomson Btecrea o

JarVIS Par‘ 1a nner
glgg, Park Superwsor

PUBLIC/BOARD COMMENT

7 HI None"
v, NEW BUSINESS

A Ammal Control Ordmance

The Ammal Control Board and Park Board dlscussed the revisions to Sectlon 4- .
-+ 407 to the: Ammal Control Ordmance (Copzes of the rev:sed ordmance is -
mcludea’ in the board bmder) - L
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The current ordinance is as follows:

Section 4-407 i [0.ci i

No small animals, whether restrained or urirestrained, shall be permitfed in the city parks except
for service animals when being used for thatf purpose and service animals being used in police
work. This prohibition does not prohibit small animals in posted areas of parks or

public lands that are specifically designated by council resolution for use by smaif animals in
accordance with posted regulations. Areas in parks or public lands may be designated as a dog
park by the city council through resolution. Dogs may be present without a leash

within dog parks in accordance with posted reguiations. Dogs located.in these dog park arcas
are not subject fo the leash restriction con- tained in_section 4-406 S@Sm@Lanfmals in the city
parks are deemed a nuisance and may be impounded; prowded\;ffhat a permit for or-

ganized obedience training or shows may be granted for use, \(& esrgnated areas of

designated parks on designaled days. The permit shall be o taqrq;ff(om the animal control
division at the discretion of the animal control superviso, @f rthatp ii‘r_»__ lar event. The permit
shall be in writing and shall designate the park, area .vthrf'; the park a‘@ lafes and duration.

A fee as prescribed by council resolution shail be f} ted for each pel "f}g‘for each event.

The city administrator, by administrative order, iy regﬁate or restrict arinﬁags from

being on certain public lands during des:gnateaﬁpubhc events. Such restnctroo Wg(haﬂ be clearly
posted at the designated event. Failure to Jgamg:y with thefterms of such restnct@@%h’éﬂ
constitufte a municipal infraction, and submct‘i‘@,e%mma! owne r to civil penafties as‘f eci-

fied in_section 18-1304.0rd. No. 03-5259, § 10, 1 < 3, Om G 5; Ord. No. 08-
5489, § 1, 4-13-09; Ord. No. 11-6536, § 1.
8-27-11) Editer's note— x’(\

Ord. No. 11-5536, § 1, adoptquilune 27, 2011, changedfth@%mfe of section 4-4G7 from "Smail
animals in city parks to "Small Snik ,m city parks or pub!%!ands " The historical notation has

e n e
(@ ¢ Do %and Ca‘t%/fl cily parks or orﬁ*p(gﬁc lands shall be restrained by a secure leash or
other secure Wg%\nt g ‘ﬁ% han 8 feet i ‘Wength and under physical control of a person capable

() i ue, ﬁeavy use by the public in addition to health and safety concerns, there are several
park or p%ggp ‘areas where dogs and cats are not allowed:

P y In established piayground with play equipment

s iostablished spray grounds or swimming pools
On established athlefic fields
On tennis courts
On basketball courts
Within established community gardens or formal garden areas
On City owned golf courses
Within all park buildings




.4 At organized events including buf not limited to ouldoor concerts, markets, shows,
programs, exhibits, assemblies, festivals, carnivals, fairs, efe.

[t] In the City owned cemeteries, dogs and cats are allowed provided they are reslrained in
accordance te With subsection (a) and are restricted fo the roadways within the cemetery.

Michael Whitaker said the revision to the ordinance has been reviewed by the
City’s Legal Department and they are satisfied. City Attorney Brent Brooks was
present at the meeting to answer any legal questions the boards might have.

@

¢ Add language deﬁnmg “ofgglqgg 1y
lands.

¢ Question: what is the penalty for p%

falls under mfractlons Section 4-4

departments would nee%to con ; h‘ an 1mplementat10n plan.
W‘""ﬁved to 1?&; Tement this new ordinance? Park
3 said for the Parks Division, costs could run
30 000 to upd te signage in all of our parks and to install
ore mutt mlt\tj? lispensers. He said they haven’t gotten in to
igted.with ed&eatmg the public, enforcement and ongoing

some ﬁour pa ‘that they could run off and into the street or possibly
_ peoneﬁt was commented that it could be hard to regulate. Park

hompson sald this is going to be a huge change. We are doing
Something completely opposite of what the law has been for years. He said
in other cities they have been allowing dogs in parks for a fong time. He
said he is a supporter of this if there is good education and enforcement.

¢ Tom Stinchfield, of Animal Control said the Animal Control Board has
discussed this ordinance and has approved it. He said the Animal Control
Board felt they should bring this to the Park Board for their approval
before it is presented to Council and implemented. He said this change
would affect both the Parks and Recreation Department and Animal
Control and wanted both boards to be in agreement before moving




forward.

Comment: It will be up to the Parks and Recreation Department to educate
the public and put up signage but it is up to Animal Control to inforce the
ordinance.

A concern was brought up about enforcing the ordinance immediately.
City Attorney Brent Brooks said once a policy has been approved, City
Council can delay the effective date and do a warning period.

Comment: The signage should contain the Animal] Control phone number.
Comment: 90% of dogs are off leash in certam@aﬁ{s like Norms Island in
Riverfront Park and Phipps Park. Suggestl ﬁs to be flexible in these
parks with allowing dogs off leash. .
Suggestion: Make Norms Island a DogféBark
Comment: Do not want to see a paﬂé%rlll%‘ iverfront;
as a dog park. /&fg“
Comment: The resolution sh ="’ﬁ specify, certain off leas -eas .
Comment: The City Adm1mstr%g:@r to shou % be allowed to'de gnate off
leash areas or define what thoscatéas arg It Was suggested.fo add to the
ordinance the following wording: @ i ddmistrator has the discretion to
designate other a%gs as are deemed G cessary off leash.

City Attorney Brent B ks suggested weis ‘Quld ny resolutions and
administrative ordersithatbate,y pon the desigﬁ?’f on of certain areas and
collect them and maybe repeé | j;%‘athem and start again.
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‘ fﬂgklowmg d1§“01i4 ssion by btk

orms Island labeled

' C r»»Mlcha _
1ges by ¢ Legal Department the ordinance will be presented to both
j ‘ ““‘aﬁa recommendation before going to Councii for final




